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If you have not heard the news yet, then it is our 
pleasure to introduce to you Matthew Wardell, our 
new music director and conductor.  Matt comes from 
the University of North Florida, the University of 
Florida, and the prestigious Pierre Monteaux School 
for conductors.  This young, talented, and energetic 
conductor began as a pianist and percussionist in 
Jacksonville at UNF and has continued his studies at 
UF with Raymond Chobaz.  Matt has also studied with 
Keith Lockhart of the Boston Pops and the Utah 
Symphony as well as Thomas Cockrell of Arizona 
State.  We are very excited that Mr. Wardell has joined 
our team and we know you will be excited to meet him 
at one of our many “Meet the Maestro” receptions and 
events before Opening Night. 
 

Speaking of Opening Night, we have a very stunning 
“line-up” for the 2009-2010 season guaranteed to please your ears and entertain your 
spirit.  We start with Bernstein, Rodgers, Rachmaninoff and Tchaikovsky, including 
guest pianist Michael Wittenburg performing the beloved and melodic Rachmaninoff 
Second Piano Concerto. 
 

In December we bring you selections from “A Mannheim Steamroller Christmas” 
along with the overture to Handel’s Messiah and some Holiday carols and Hanukkah 
favorites.   
 

Our February concert showcases music from the “stage” with Wagner, Prokofiev, 
Barber and Shostakovich, and a delightful version of Peter and the Wolf.   
 

To complete our presentations, in March we present Smetana’s flowing river journey 
The Moldau, our 19th Annual Young Artist Competition Winners and Stravinsky’s 
Firebird Suite!  We urge you to join us for all of the magnificent performances and in 
welcoming Matthew to our stage.                                  
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2009-2010 Events At-A-Glance: 
 

All Time Favorites: 
Saturday, October 3rd 7:30 PM & 

Sunday, October 4th 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

 
Symphony Under the Lights: 
Friday, December 11th 7:00 PM 

Ocala’s Historic Downtown Square 
Free Community Concert 

 
A Mannheim Christmas 

Spectacular: 
Saturday, December 12th 7:30 PM & 

Sunday, December 13th 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Sponsored by:  
On Top of The World Communities 

 
Young Artist Competition Recital: 

Sunday, January 24th 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

 $10.00 General Admission 
 

Inspired By The Stage!: 
Saturday, February 20th 7:30 PM & 

Sunday, February 21st 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

 
A Season To Remember!: 

Saturday, March 27th 7:30 PM & 
Sunday, March 28th 3:00 PM 

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

2009-2010 Concert Sponsors 
“Symphony Under the Lights” Holiday Concert:  City of Ocala 

A Mannheim Christmas Spectacular: The Colonnades at On Top of the World 
 

2009-2010 Sponsors: Compass Bank; Hamlet Construction; Lockheed Martin; 
Regions Bank; Signature Brands; Ocala.com - StarBanner 

 

2009-2010 Friends of the Symphony: Anonymous, Dr. and Mrs. John Bishop, Dr. 
Jason Burns and Dr. Scott McLavy, Bill and Cindy Chambers, Mr. and Mrs. Morris 

Dittman, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hennessey, Mr. and Mrs. H.F. Hope, Mrs. Nancy Karlson 
– In Memory of James Karlson, Dr. and Mrs. Keith Knorr, Mary Brent Kraus, In 

Memory of Cyril L. Prudhomme and Bernadine Prudhomme, Drs. Asad and Humeraa 
Qamar, Dr. Sushil Rao Puskur and Dr. Srisha Rao, Bob Reilly, Dr. and Mrs. Paul 

Robertie, Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steck,  
CDR M. John Stewart, USCG, Ret.  

2009-2010 Contributing Members: Mr. and Mrs. Miles Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Basil 
Bristow, John and Anne Dozier; Toni James,  
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kirk, Dr. David Oliver 

 



Time with our neighbors - A visit to Dunnellon 
On September 17th, 2009 McDonough Capital Management, in cooperation with BoomTown Media, will be hosting the 
Ocala Symphony Orchestra quintet where five of our finest musicians will perform a mixture of selections in an intimate 
setting for your entertainment.  Dunnellon resident, Lanse K. Fero, Financial Advisor of McDonough Capital 
Management and Public Relations officer of BoomTown Media, has reached out to the OSO and will be hosting this 
quintet performance in his facility.  This event is being sponsored by: Superior Bank, Fero & Sons Insurance, BoomTown 
Media, and Sandy Wealth Management.  Refreshments will be provided by Amarie’s Banquets and Catering.  The event 
will be held at the McDonough Capital Management building located at 7620 S. US Highway 41 just north of Dunnellon.  
Tickets are $20.00 per person and can be purchased at the McDonough Capital Management office in person or on the 
phone at 352-489-0099 or by calling the OSO office at 352-351-1606.  *Please note all tickets to this one-time event are 
general admission  
 

 

 

Viewpoint from the Podium – A letter from the Maestro  
Welcome to our 2009-2010 season! Since I was hired in June, I’ve been working hard to make sure this season will not 
only continue upon the success that our orchestra has achieved over the last 33 years, but grow with a new energy and 
drive towards becoming a leader for the arts in Ocala and its surrounding communities.  If we’ve met, then you know how 
passionate I am about not just the importance of the arts on our own souls as a form of expression, but how great I believe 
this orchestra is for local businesses and the economy, the growth and success of our children and as a vital addition to a 
well-rounded and cultured life. I’m happy to be a part of the Ocala Symphony Orchestra and proud to be considered a new 
member of the community. 
 
Take a look at our new season – it’s full of energy, life, and romanticism that I think is lacking in our current state of 
mind! Use our concerts as a way for you, your family and friends to come celebrate life together and get a temporary 
reprieve from all of the things that are beyond our control outside the concert hall! No matter the economy or what is 
being debated in Washington, the OSO will do its part to continue serving you in this way. A lot of people have asked, 
“How can we help the orchestra?” – my first reply is always for them to come to our concerts! We love playing music and 
that love is only heightened by your participation as an audience member! 
 
There is one thing that the musicians and I have talked about and that I would like to extend to you, our supporters and 
subscribers. If you have comments, questions, concerns or requests for the orchestra, I want you to contact me. This is 
your orchestra and I am committed to making sure we fulfill the needs of our community. 
 
If we haven’t met yet, I look so forward to seeing you and for you to be a part of our orchestra. See you in October! 
 
Sincerely, 
Matthew Wardell, Music Director and Conductor 
 

News From the Board 
The OSO would like to welcome Jill DiLorenzo to the Board of Directors.  Jill is an active community member and music 
lover. She is currently Secretary to Access to Health Care, Inc. and formerly Office Manager of the law firm of Sims & 
Stakenborg, P.A. She is working on our Youth Outreach Committee.  
 
We also welcome newly re-elected board members Paulette Millhorn, Mario Gatto, Linda Smith, and Judy Green. Linda 
Smith is chairing our Resource Development Committee, Judy Green is chairing the Public Relations & Marketing 
Committee, Bill Nassal is our Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair, and Naseem Shah is heading up the Youth 
Outreach Committee. Stay tuned for news of additional board members. 
 
The Board of Directors would like to send a special thanks to all of the patrons that attended the Annual Meeting held on 
May 28th at the Brick City Center for the Arts featuring two wonderful student soloists: Cameron Sarfarazi and Rachel 
Tift on piano. 
 
The Board of Directors would like to thank those that attended the Meet the Maestro reception at Golden Ocala on August 
12th that helped raise over $30,000 in funds supporting the 2009-2010 concert season!  Thank you to: Miles and Karen 
Anderson, Richard and Pam Astrom, Steven and Carolyn Grantz, Frank and Carol Hennessey, Jeffrey and Sarah Kirk, 
Chris and Emma Luetgert, Jerry and Judy McLauchlin, Bill and Cindy Nassal, Bob Reilly, and Melodee Schneider. 



We Say Thank You and Applaud… 
�  The StarBanner and Ocala.com for sponsoring advertisements that help us get the word out to our community about 

the OSO and to WOCA Radio for interviewing the Maestro! 
�  Paulette Millhorn, OSO Board Member, and the Veranda Gallery & Tea Room for hosting and sponsoring the Meet 

the Maestro Musician’s Reception on June 25th.  
�  Linda Smith, OSO Board Member, and Felix’s Restaurant for organizing and hosting a Meet the Maestro dinner on 

July 22nd. 
�  Paulette Millhorn, Toni James and to the Veranda Gallery & Tea Room for hosting a Meet the Maestro dinner on 

August 6th. 
�  Bill and Cindy Nassal, OSO Patrons and Board Member, and to Golden Ocala Golf & Equestrian Club for organizing 

and hosting a Meet the Maestro reception on August 12th. 
�  Nancy Driscoll, OSO Patron, for hosting a Meet the Maestro home coffee reception on August 14th. 
�  OSO Patrons Mr. and Mrs. Basil Bristow for hosting and organizing a lovely Meet the Maestro reception in their 

home August 21st.  
�  The Fine Arts Department of the Central Florida Community College for allowing us to hold our position and sub-list 

auditions in their band room and music facilities on Saturday, August 22nd.  Auditions were a huge success allowing 
Matt to hear a wide variety of local talent. 

�  Bettye Daugherty, OSO Patron and PR & Marketing Committee member, for hosting and organizing a wonderful 
Meet the Maestro Wine Tasting event at the Player’s Grill in Del Webb Spruce Creek on Sunday, August 23rd. 

�  Stan and Linda Bausinger of CMI Direct Mailing for helping us to mail our new brochures to selected zip codes in the 
community.  

�  The Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium for allowing us to rehearse, perform, and host receptions in their wonderful 
facility.  Our performances take a great deal of their time and preparation and we are so thankful for their support. 

�  The Ocala/Marion County Chamber of Commerce for inviting the Maestro to speak to the Board of Directors meeting 
on Aug. 20th.  Matt also attended the United Way’s Campaign Kick-Off Breakfast and the monthly meeting of the 
Ocala Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Association. 

�  The Stone Creek Community for inviting Matt to speak during their monthly social gathering at the Reunion Center 
on Sept. 4. 

Photo Ops 
Meet the Maestro Reception and Dinner Events 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left to Right: Loring Felix, Yvonne & Phillmore Stewart; Judy Green & Lydia Kuttas; “Bob” & Laverne Hope; Bill Nassal, 
Michael & Paulette Millhorn, Matthew Wardell; Wanda Bliss, Dorothy Clark, Royal Bliss; Toni James, Ed Johnson, 
Dorothy Pitone, Matthew Wardell, Linda Smith; Connie Brown, Sara Arnette, Cathy Perry; 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left to Right: Linda Smith, Steve Sullivan, 
Dr. Cherie Hansen, Dr. Kenneth Smith; 
Nancy Driscoll, Matthew Wardell Toni 
James; Mayor Randy Ewers, Matthew 

Wardell, former Mayor Gerald Ergle; Dr. 
Jason Burns, Lois Johnson, Dr. Scott 
McLavy; Ed Johnson, Cindy & Bob 

VanHeyde; Dr. and Mrs. Charles Dassance, 
Dr. Lee and Connie Niblock; Mr. and Mrs. Basil Bristow, Toni James; Sonya Nasser, Reza & Parvin Dabiri 

 
 

Noteworthy Extras 
 
The orchestra is always developing new projects that allow the organization to connect with the youth in our 
community and our new project Music From the Heart does just that.  This program is designed to provide 
tickets for students, members and individuals deserving of an opportunity to hear and see the Ocala Symphony; 
those that for one reason or another simply have not had the opportunity to buy the tickets before.  It is our 
intention to raise money from friends and corporations in the area that support and believe in the orchestra and 
care about our community outreach.  Once done, this money, raised exclusively for the purpose of supporting 
Music from the Heart, will be dedicated to the funding of tickets that organizations can distribute to worthy 
recipients. 
 
In addition to our Music From the Heart program we will also be offering a discount to our local teachers.  
When they purchase one season ticket or single ticket they can get the second ticket free. 
 
Have you considered mentioning the Ocala Symphony Orchestra in your will?  If you have and would like more 
information, please contact Dorothy Pitone, General Manager at 352-351-1606 or 
dpitone@ocalasymphony.com. 
 
To get information about the OSO, look for our website at www.ocalasymphony.com for news and upcoming 
events as well as program notes in advance of each concert!  You can also find the OSO on Facebook. 
  

416 S.E. Fort King Street Ocala, Fl 34471 (352) 351-1606 www.ocalasymphony.com dpitone@ocalasymphony.com



 


