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Wow… what a season!  Thank you to our patrons for making the 2007-
2008 concert season a wonderful success.  We hope that you enjoyed 
listening to and experiencing the music as much we enjoyed performing 
it.  It certainly was a year of growth, and speaking of change we are so 
pleased to say that we ARE finally the Ocala Symphony Orchestra!  We 
really do believe that a great community deserves a great orchestra and 
are so proud to call Ocala our home.  We are also grateful to have a 
community that understands the importance of live performance and the 
benefits an orchestra can bring to the cultural, economic and educational 
fabric of its residents.  Thank you again for your support!  
 
As we reflect upon the season we would also like to thank our sponsors 
for their commitment to the orchestra that makes the expression of our 
art form possible each season:  
 

A Night in the Gardens of Spain 
Dr. Srisha Rao 

Independent National Bank 
 

Hollywood Goes for Classics 
Dr. Ali Nasser 

 

Symphony Under the Lights 
SKY Asian Fusion 

Ipanema Churrascaria 
Dee Dee’s Dog House 

 

Unwrap the Holiday Magic 
The Colonnades at On Top of the World 

Joan Coke & Tom Romanac of Ameriprise Financial 
 

Salute to OBS and the Appleton 
Richard B. Salsbury Foundation 

Ocala Electric Utility 
 

����
����

��������������������������������������������� ���
�
����	�����
����	�����
����	�����
����	����� ���
����

�  ����	����� ���
	������	����� ���
	������	����� ���
	������	����� ���
	��� ���

�  ��

���!"�
��
�����

���!"�
��
�����

���!"�
��
�����

���!"�
��
���� ���

�  ��#�$	��%�&�
'������#�$	��%�&�
'������#�$	��%�&�
'������#�$	��%�&�
'����� ���

�  &����(���)�&����(���)�&����(���)�&����(���)�� ���

�  *�	�	��+�*�	�	��+�*�	�	��+�*�	�	��+�� ���

�  &��
�� �&��
�� �&��
�� �&��
�� �&&&&��
�����
�����
�����
���� ���

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

 
 

What’s in a Name?... Well, now that 
we are the Ocala Symphony 
Orchestra a lot!  We now accurately 
represent the community in which 
we make our home and, not to toot 
our own horn or anything, but with 
the new name we also hope to grow 
Ocala’s sense of pride through that 
representation.  It’s great to have a 
community that supports the 
cultural arts and cultural diversity 
through the many organizations that 
thrive here.  We are very proud to 
be Ocala’s Orchestra and only hope 
to grow our organization to better 
serve the community with 
performances and educational 
opportunities for our future 
generations.  Thank you for your 
support of the name change and of 
our vision!   

2008-2009 Concert Sponsors 
“Symphony Under the Lights” Holiday Concert: SKY Asian Fusion & 
Ipanema Brazilian Steak House; Holiday Scenes from Stage & Screen 
December 2008: The Colonnades at On Top of the World 

 
2008-2009 Founding Sponsors 

Barrett, Liner & Company, Bank of America, Signature Brands, Wachovia, 
Regions Bank, Sun Trust Bank, Cox Communications, Lockheed Martin, 
Palm Chevrolet, Charles Schwab & Company, Time Customer Service, 
Hamlet Construction, Ocala Mediation, LLC, Embarq, Express Care of 
Belleview, Cone Distributing, Compass Bank,   



Summer Excitement! 
The brochure is out, the ticket sales are flooding the office and the excitement about the 2008-2009 season is building.  Just a 
reminder that the dates for the subscription concerts performed at the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium and other events are: 
 

Vote for America!:  
Saturday, October 18th & Sunday, October 19th, 2008 

 

Holiday Scenes from Stage and Screen!:  
Saturday, December 13th & Sunday, December 14th, 2008 
Sponsored By: The Colonnades at On Top of the World 

 

Young Artist Competition Honors Recital Subscriber Perk: 
Sunday, January 24th, 2009 

 

Celtic Connection!: 
Saturday, February 21st & Sunday, February 22nd, 2009 

 

Earth, Wind, Fire…and Green!:  
Saturday, April 4th & Sunday, April 5th, 2009 

Sponsored By: The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation 
 

Important 
If you have not renewed your season tickets yet please note that on September 1st, 2008 any seats that have not been renewed 
will become open to the public.  Our office has been busy calling those that have not renewed to ensure that your seats are 

not lost.  To secure your seating please call the office before September 1st at 352-351-1606. 
As of July 1st tickets to individual concerts went on sale and It’s not too late to renew your tickets and don’t forget: by ordering 
the season package you save 16% in the regular category and 25% in the senior category!  Also visit the website where we hope 
to offer the opportunity to purchase tickets on-line by the end of the summer! Other dates in the season include: 
 

On Top Of The World Concert (Circle Square Cultural Center): Saturday, September 20th, 2008 7:00 PM 
OTOW residents - $20 Non-residents - $25 

To get your tickets to this concert call (352) 854-3670 box office hours Mon-Sat. 11am to 2pm 
 

Saluting the Arts (Golden Hills Country Club): Friday, September 27th, 2008 5-8 PM 
$100.00 per person includes heavy hors d’oeuvres and entertainment  
(all proceeds go to the Marion Cultural Alliance Grant Program) 

A festival event where you can get a taste of what our community has to offer in its many arts organizations including: (the 
orchestra, Marion Cultural Alliance, Ocala Civic Theatre, Marion Performing Ballet, Marion Civic Chorale and much more) 

Call (352) 369-1500 For information and tickets 
 

Symphony Under the Lights: Friday, December 12th, 2008 
Free Community Concert Sponsored By:  

SKY Asian Fusion and Ipanema Brazilian Steak House 
 

Young Artist Competition: Saturday, January 24th, 2009 Applications available in the OSO office 
Sponsored By: The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation 

 

Fine Arts For Ocala Mother’s Day Symphony Under the  Stars: Sunday, May 10th, 2009 
 

Send in the Troops! 
At the recent Annual Meeting of the Members of the OSO we elected and welcomed four new board members to the Board of 
Directors for three year terms ending June 30th, 2011 including: Tom Adair, SVP Commercial Lending Manager of Independent 
National Bank; Dave Fechtman, Regional President of Wachovia; Naseem Shah, Community Volunteer; and Cindy Van Heyde, 
US Trust – Bank of America.  We are very excited to have them join the OSO family and hope that they will enjoy their 
experiences.  We also re-elected Bill Nassal of the Nassal Company & Stonecliff Farm for a second three year term and Sharon 
Jank, community volunteer for a two year term. 

Giving Credit where Credit is due! 
Thank you to the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium for allowing us to rehearse, perform, and host receptions in their wonderful 
facility.  Our performances take a great deal of their time and preparation and we are so thankful for their support. 
 

The 4th Annual Maestro’s Classic Golf Tournament Sunday, April 20th, 2008 at the Ocala Municipal Golf Course was a 
wonderful success.  A big thank you to Sharon Jank for your leadership and coordinating the event and to all of the volunteers 
who helped make it a great event. 



A very special thank you to Taylor, Bean and Whitaker Mortgage Corporation for allowing us to host our name change 
announcement and campaign kickoff party and to SKY Asian Fusion and Ipanema Brazilian Steakhouse for tantalizing our 
palates with wonderful treats at the affair. 
 

Thank you to the OSO board members and OSO guild members for helping to provide food, water and other services to the 
musicians during the Fine Arts For Ocala, Mother’s Day “Symphony Under the Stars” Concert. 
 
Thank you to Ocala Symphony Orchestra string trio members: Mr. Craig Hunting, violin; Ms. Hannah Gudina, viola and Dr. 
James Plondke, bass for providing wonderful music and a presentation at the Annual Meeting of the members.  Also thanks to 
the Marion Cultural Alliance for donating the space for the Annual meeting and to the Veranda for the wonderful refreshments. 

 

Photo Ops! 
--KidFetti Saturday, February 23rd “The Pied Piper” A Musical Journey Through The Orchestra  
KidFetti was a wonderful event that focused entirely on children hosted by the Centers on the property located between the 
Ocala Regional Airport and state road 200.  The event was jam packed with concerts by international stars, activity booths such 
as the Pied Piper where children learned and experienced new things, food, and family fun.  Our Pied Piper booth is where 
children were introduced to the magical “Pied Piper” who led them through the instrument sections of the symphony orchestra 
where they experienced the sights, sounds and roles of the instruments as well as the musicians that play them.  At their 
journey’s end on the main stage the children become a part of the orchestra themselves as the Piper taught them how to play a 
short piece on professional recorders for their debut performance.  At the end of their “concert” the children were inducted into 
the OSO Kids Society by Maestro Dr. James Plondke. The Piper, feeling so happy about the wonderful concert, sent the children 
home with their new instruments and booklets on how to play even more beautiful music so that they may continue their 
adventure and show off their new skill to their friends and families.  We truly enjoyed the day sharing music with the next 
generation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--Discover Ocala’s Best Kept Secret! 
On Wednesday, April 23rd we officially announced to the community our name change from Central Florida Symphony 
Orchestra to the Ocala Symphony Orchestra and celebrated the kick-off to our annual fund-raising campaign.  The event took 
place at the new World Headquarters of Taylor, Bean and Whitaker pictured in the architect’s rendering below.  Taylor, Bean & 
Whitaker Mortgage Corp. is 7th in the national wholesale mortgage lenders list based on volume and the company heavily 
supports everything OCALA!  The event was very successful and we are happy to report that as of July 10th, 2008 we have 
achieved $119,680.00 of our $141,000.00 fundraising goal for the 08-09 season!   
 

 
 
 
 

 

Top left: Dorothy Pitone, 
OSO General Manager as 
the Pied Piper! Top 
middle: Dr. Plondke 
(OSO Maestro) & 
Dorothy Pitone teaching 
recorder to the children; 
Top Right: George 
Durgin (OSO Honorary 
Principal, violin) 



--2008-2009 Annual Campaign! 
On April 23rd 2008 we officially kicked off our annual campaign announcing that as of that date we had raised $87,000 of the 
$141,000 goal.  Now we have even better news that as of 7/31/08 we have raised $124,115.00 with only $16,885.oo left to go!!!  
This is an amazing testimony to the businesses and residents of our community even during these tight economic times.  We 
now have concrete evidence that our community knows they deserve a great orchestra and will invest in the continuation of live 
music.  If you would like to find out more about the campaign, sponsorships, donations and tickets contact the office at 
(352)351-1606

--Music for Moms! 
The Fine Arts For Ocala “Symphony Under the Stars” Mother’s Day, May 11th.  We have some wonderful musicians in 
the OSO and at this year’s mother’s day concert we just happened to have three Mother/Daughter combinations in the 
orchestra.  They are truly devoted moms and musicians!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(From Left to Right: Kirsten Capitano, violin & Mom Gay Lyn Capitano, piano; Ruth Brin, cello & daughter Maria deFaria, flute; Mishayla Griest, 
violin & Mom Beverly Griest, violin) Photography by: Judy Green. 
 

Musical Musings Bringing the Arts Home, connecting with your children and grandchildren through music. 
We here at the Ocala Symphony are always looking for great ways to inspire young people to discover classical music and 
we would like to share them with you.  You may have already heard of a wonderful collection of learning DVD’s called 
Little Einsteins.  Little Einsteins are a great way for you to introduce music, sounds, instruments, and many other early 
development activities to your child or grandchildren.  The DVD’s are interactive video material produced by Disney and 
were designed to stimulate the minds of preschool children ages 3 to 6.  Each video features a team of children who go on 
a fieldtrip exploring the world while making music.  To learn more about their philosophy visit the website at: 
http://disney.go.com/littleeinsteins/parents/philos ophy.html .  Another great aspect of the 
brand are the interactive games that are found on the website where parents and children can play games all while learning 
about classical music.  These DVD’s would make great gifts for the children in your lives to get them started in exploring 
the music that we, as symphony patrons, love so much.  You could also use them to introduce the idea of the orchestra to 
your loved ones inspiring them to hear the live music all while creating a lifelong love for the art. 

Other Little Notes! 
All of the symphony’s activities are only possible with the support of our loyal patrons, sponsors, donors, Friends of the 
Symphony, guild, and many volunteers.  As an organization dedicated to live musical performance and our community, 
we want to hear from you to understand what music you enjoy, how to reach others who don’t know about us yet, and to 
balance it with good planning, management, and business sense. 
 
To get involved with your symphony, keep on the lookout for changes to the website, newsletters, events, meetings and 
our printed materials.  If you would like to help, give us a call at the office and we’ll find the right place for you. 
 
        Sincerely yours for excellence in music, 
 
 
         

Dorothy A. Pitone 
        General Manager 
 

 
 
 
 

Please Remember the Ocala Symphony Orchestra in your will.   
416 S.E. Fort King Street   Ocala, Fl 34471   (352) 351-1606   www.ocalasymphony.com  dpitone@ocalasymphony.com



 


