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Winner of the 2009 Stars Over Ocala Cultural Non-Pr ofit Business of the Year!
 

 
      TOOTING OUR HORNS 
 
 

We don’t mean to toot our own horn 
but what a great way to kick off the 
New Year!  On January 14, 2010 the 
Ocala Symphony was awarded the 
Cultural Non-Profit Business of the 
Year at the Annual Ocala/Marion 
County Chamber of Commerce Stars 
Over Ocala Awards Ceremony!  It was 
such an honor to be recognized by 
Ocala’s community leaders and business professionals who understand that the 
OSO is an important part of our community’s economy as well as its cultural life.  
Since the start of our fiscal year and the appointment of Matthew Wardell as Music 
Director and Conductor, we have increased our overall season and single ticket 
sales and even sold out at our Holiday concert series by fostering a “grass roots” 

approach to involving our orchestra with the 
community.  By conducting surveys, hosting 
formal and casual meet and greet events, 
reaching out to those less fortunate and visiting 
our local schools we’ve been able to get to 
know our audience and find out what our 
community wants and needs from its orchestra.  
We are so humbled to be a part of such a 
wonderful and supportive community and will 
continue to “keep up the good work” increasing 
our program services and outreach to the 
residents of Ocala and surrounding areas.               
Photos: Top right – Toni James, Board President; Dorothy Pitone, General 
Manager and Matthew Wardell, Music Director & Conductor.  Bottom left – 

Matthew Wardell and Paul Stentiford holding the award for New Business of the Year given to the Performing Arts Conservatory. 
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School Days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

09’-10’ Events At-A-Glance: 
A Chat With Matt: 

Pre-concert lecture 
Sat., February 20th 6:30 PM 
Sun., February 21st 2:00 PM 
 

Inspired By The Stage: 
Sat., February 20th 7:30 PM 
Sun., February 21st 3:00 PM 

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 
 

A Season To Remember: 
Saturday, March 27th 7:30 PM 
Sunday, March 28th 3:00 PM 

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 
 

Fine Arts For Ocala 
Symphony Under the Stars: 
Sunday, May 9, 2010 7:00 PM 

Adults $15 
Children 6-12 $5 

Children under 6 Free 
Ocala Golf Club 

Call 352-622-0007 for more 
info. or visit www.fafo.org 

 

Evening with the Maestro 
Thursday, May 13th 2010 

Fundraiser by invitation only 
Golden Ocala Golf &  

Equestrian Club 
 

Annual Meeting: 
June 2010 

Date, Time & Location - TBD 
 

2009-2010 Concert Sponsors 
“Symphony Under the Lights” Holiday Concert:  City of Ocala  

A Mannheim Christmas Spectacular: The Colonnades at On Top of the World  
 

2009-2010 Corporate Sponsors:  BBVA Compass Bank; Hamlet Construction; Lockheed Martin; 
Regions Bank; Signature Brands; Ocala.com - StarBanner 

 

2009-2010 Stradivarius Society: On Top of the World Communities; Frank and Carol 
Hennessey; Donald and Kelley Jenkins – Jenkins Acura, Hyundai & Mazda; Bob Reilly 

 

2009-2010 Friends of the Symphony: Mr. & Mrs. Miles Anderson, Richard & Pamela Astrom In 
Honor of STIG O.L. Astrom, Mr. & Mrs. Basil Bristow, Mr. & Mrs. John Bishop, Dr. Jason Burns & 
Dr. Scott McLavy, Bill & Cindy Chambers, Bettye D. Daugherty, Mr. & Mrs. Morris Dittman, Kevin 
& Maryann Donohue, John & Anne Dozier, Steve & Carolyn Grantz,  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Green, Mr. 
& Mrs. H.F. Hope, Toni James, Lt. Col. & Mrs. Edward H. Johnson, Jr., Mrs. Nancy Karlson In 

Memory of James Karlson, Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kirk, Dr. & Mrs. Keith Knorr, Mary Brent Kraus, 
Christopher & Emma Luetgert, Jerry & Judy McLauchlin, Michael & Paulette Millhorn, Bill & Cindy 

Nassal, Dr. & Mrs. David Oliver, In Memory of Cyril L. Prudhomme & Bernadine Prudhomme, 
Drs. Asad & Humeraa Qamar, Dr. Sushil Rao Puskur & Dr. Srisha Rao, Dr. & Mrs. Paul Robertie, 
James & Melodee Schneider, Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Steck, CDR M. John 

Stewart, USCG, Ret. In Memory of Lillian “Johnie” Stewart  



The Art of Competition  
 

 

Practice, practice, practice.  That’s what it takes to 
master the art of competition and the students that 
participated in the 19th Annual Young Artist 
Competition and Honors Recital proved that 
practice makes perfect.  This year’s competition 
was jam packed with over 40 students auditioning 
on Jan. 23rd from which 10 finalists were selected 
to participate in the Honors Recital the next day.  
The judges were so impressed with the 
musicianship and talent of the young students that 
a tie for the winning slots occurred in the junior 
division and for the first time ever, a local musician 
was selected!  Here are the results: 

 
Junior Division: 

Kaitlyn McMonigle – Mezzo Soprano Ocala, FL 
Alexander Ishov – Flute Gainesville, FL 

          
 

Senior Division:   
Anastasiya Naplekova – Piano Gainesville, FL 

 
 

Finalists:   
Junko Eguchi – violin, Victor Huls - cello, Hyae-Jin 
Hwang – piano, Jonah Kim – cello, Jennifer Yu – 
piano, Aziz Sapaev – cello, Maryna Yermolenko – 

violin 
 

Congratulations to all of the students that made it to 
the final round and we look forward to hearing 
Kaitlyn, Alexander and Anastasiya in March! 

 

School Days 
 
 

The musicians of the OSO have gone back to 
school to tell the students in Marion County all 
about classical music!  Our concertmaster Oleg 
Proskurnya has lead an initiative in cooperation 
with the Marion County Public School System and 
Board Member Naseem Shah head of the Youth 
Outreach committee to provide master class 
presentations to our local students the Friday 
before each concert weekend.   During the 
presentations students are introduced to live 
classical music through a string quartet, consisting 
of two violins, one viola and one cello or woodwind 
ensemble consisting of flute, oboe, clarinet, 
bassoon and horn.  Students learn first hand about 
the basic elements of music as each musician 
discusses their instrument.  A short piece of music 
is then played to demonstrate each of the topics 
discussed and students are encouraged to ask 
questions during the Q&A session at the end of the 
program. Since the program’s inception the 
musicians have volunteered at Madison Street 
Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts, Dr. 
N.H. Jones Elementary School, West Port High 
School, Sparr Elementary School and the Marion 
Juvenile Correctional Facility for Boys.  Future visits 
include: Eighth Street Elementary, Reddick Collier 
Elementary and Hammet Bowen Elementary. 
 

 
Concertmaster Oleg Proskurnya & Principal Violist Kathryn Poore 

demonstrating the difference between the violin & viola to Madison Street 
Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts students 

 
 

 

Preserve the future of our orchestra today.  Send your tax deductible contribution to: Ocala Symphony Orchestra 416 S.E. Fort King 
Street Ocala, FL 34471.  All giving levels are tax exempt as charitable donations except sponsorships.  The Ocala Symphony 

Orchestra, Inc. is registered with the FL Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services under #CH11602.  A copy of the official 
registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free at 1-800-435-7352.  

Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of FL. 
 

 
 



 
   Viewpoint from the Podium – A letter from the Ma estro 

 
 

Dear Friends,  
At the time of writing this letter, the OSO is wrapping up its young artist competition, planning 
next year's season, and heartily preparing for our February and March concert series. It's a busy 
month, but in this business that is a good thing! As you know from our first two concert 
weekends, attendance is up and we're having a lot of fun making great music and spending time 
with you. I thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve you as musical ambassadors. You're a 
vital part of our organization and your contributions can not ever be over appreciated! 
 

I'm learning more every day about my role and the OSO's place in Ocala. Music is an incredible 
source of inspiration for many people, and we're working very hard to provide as much music to 
our community as possible. I've recently spent time with several organizations giving lectures 
about music and the arts, Naseem Shah, our Youth Outreach Program coordinator, has organized 
several visits to half a dozen elementary, middle, and high schools, and we've been very 
successful as an organization as a whole: our December concert series was sold out for the first 
time in OBS and we were recently honored by the Marion County Chamber of Commerce as the 
2009 Cultural Non-Profit Business of the Year.  
 

So, things are going well! With that said, this is not a time for us to stop going after what we all believe is important. I want the 
OSO to do everything it can to be a part of your lives, a part of our community's activities, and most importantly a part of the lives 
of our youngest citizens. With your generous support, both financially and physically (by filling our hall!), will continue to focus 
on these objectives. 
 

As always, I look forward to seeing you at our next concert and wish you and your family the best of a new year. 
 

Sincerely yours,  Matthew Wardell, Music Director and Conductor 
 

 
Did you know? 1 in 8 people in our country don’t kn ow where their 
next meal is coming from.  
 

In response to this critical situation, the League of American Orchestras 
called upon its members to join together for the Orchestras Feeding 
America National Food Drive in 2009 for an unprecedented effort by 
orchestras across the country.  Inspired by the film The Soloist , the 
League partnered with Feeding America , the nation’s largest hunger relief 
organization, to unite our field and become a catalyst for change collecting 
thousands of pounds of food from orchestras all over the country!  This 
effort is being repeated in March 2010  and the Board of 

Directors, musicians, volunteers, and staff of the Ocala Symphony Orchestra would 
like to invite you to participate!  To participate : Simply bring any of the items listed below to the 
concert presentations on March 27 th & 28 th and place them in the designated bins in the lobby of the Ocala 
Breeders’ Sales Auditorium.  The OSO will work in partnership with Interfaith Emergency Services www.interfaith-
marion.org to distribute the food collected to those in need in our community. 
 

Most Needed Food Items: 
Dry Soup, Rice, Powdered/Canned Milk, Macaroni & Cheese, Cereal, Peanut Butter, Beans, Canned Fruit & Vegetables, Tuna, 
Canned Meats, Stew, Soup, Pasta, Fruit Juices and Sip-sized Juices.   
Items that cannot be accepted: 
Items in glass jars or bottles, Unlabeled or dented cans, Any open or resealed packaging, Perishable foods, Homemade foods, 
and Expired products. 
 

THE OSO CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND MAKE THIS COMMUNITY Oh SO GREAT! 
 
 

 
 

 



News From the Board 
The OSO would like to welcome Todd Craig to the Board of Directors.  Todd is an active community member and 
music lover. He is currently a Financial Advisor at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney.  
 

We Say Thank You and Applaud… 
�  The StarBanner and Ocala.com for sponsoring advertisements that help us get the word out to our community 

about the OSO and to WOCA Radio for interviewing the Maestro and board members! 
�  The Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium for allowing us to rehearse, perform, and host receptions in their wonderful 

facility.  Our performances take a great deal of their time and preparation and we are so thankful for their support. 
 

Photo Ops – Celebrating the Holidays! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Noteworthy Extras 

 

Have you considered mentioning the Ocala Symphony Orchestra in your will?  If you have and would like more 
information, please contact Dorothy Pitone, General Manager at 352-351-1606 or dpitone@ocalasymphony.com. 
 

To get information about the OSO, look for our website at www.ocalasymphony.com for news and upcoming events as 
well as program notes in advance of each concert!  You can also find the OSO on Facebook . 
 

416 S.E. Fort King Street Ocala, Fl 34471 (352) 351-1606 www.ocalasymphony.com 
 
 



 


